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portant members of his entourage as commissioners to the
various cities to arrange the appointments of podestas,
accompanied by clerks to assess the regalia. He was soon
disillusioned. Only those cities, such as Pavia and Cremona,
which counted on his alliance against Milan gave a welcome
to his nominees. Elsewhere, there was a sullen submission
as at Piacenza, or a definite outbreak as at Brescia and above
all at Milan. Chafing at its recent humiliation, which the
loss of Monza had exaggerated, the arrival of Frederick's two
favourite councillors, Rainald of Dassel and Otto of Wittels-
bach, to make secure the imperial yoke provoked a violent
explosion. The royal commissioners were set upon by the
populace and were forced to escape from the city. Such a
defiance of the imperial authority could only have one result.
Once more the ban was proclaimed against Milan, and after
the usual formalities a state of war declared. This meant
the raising of a fresh army, and Frederick wrote to Germany
for levies, entrusting to the Empress and to Henry the Lion,
who had not accompanied him in 1158, the task of raising
them. Both of them made a ready response, and in July
they appeared together in Italy at the head of a considerable
army. After a preliminary campaign, in which he laid waste
the country round Milan, and then by a stratagem induced
the Milanese to leave the shelter of their walls and inflicted
on them a severe defeat, he laid siege to Crema. To this he The siege
was induced by the Cremoncse, anxious for their revenge on Crcma
this town which they claimed to be subject to themselves
and which preferred alliance with their enemy. It was an
insignificant objective for the whole might of the German
army, but the little town held out for six months, conducting
an epic defence against overwhelming odds. It was only in
January 11CO that it at last surrendered, and long before that
greater issues had emerged to engross the attention of the
Emperor.
In the earlier relations of Frederick Barbarossa withp£JPa*
Hadrian IV, the Emperor was defending the rcgnwn against ^^
the sacerdotium.   He had vigorously repudiated the suggcs- Emperor
tion that he held his crown from the Pope, and Hadrian,
whatever his actual opinion, had been obliged to render a
formal assent.   But by the end of 1158 the positions had
become entirely reversed.   Frederick not only controlled

